BRITISH  EMPIRE   IN  AUSTRALASIA
not certain that they have really reached the heart of the people. As the conversion of the natives was to take place it was probably mistaken policy not to teach them English or some other European language, for their own written literature is very scanty. The missionaries preferred to make an elaborate study of the native languages themselves and employ native teachers, and perhaps, in the circumstances, it was all they could do, but they have
HIS   HAIR
The crisp mop of hair is one of the Fijian's
most prized possessions j  missionaries have
tried in vain to cut it down
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neglected, with very few exceptions, the technical training of the natives, from which very much might have been achieved.
The beach-comber has now passed into the region of romance and his place has been taken by the trader and planter, who passed through many lean years before they attained their present prosperity. The European population of the islands is still very small; in Fiji about 4,800, of whom 500 are temporarily employed at the sugar-mills as
RUDE   MUSIC   FROM   CRUDE   SOURCE
In the Fijians there is an intermixture of Melanesian and Polynesian blood.   Until half a century
ago tney had a bad reputation for cannibalism; the present-day natives, however, are mainly
vegetarians.    They are fond of amusements and music of every description, and this Fijian's
nose-pipe closely resembles the primitive nose-instrument of the aborigines of Malaya
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